Hendersyde  October 7th 1947

My dgar Arthur

Thanks for your wire. It was later than you expected wasn't 1t? Boys often
take longer than girls, but are certainly more worthwhile waiting for. I hope
you are pleased. T always say your domestic troubles begirn with the family.

I knpw mine did, and in these days it must be worse. I hope you've managed

to find a nurse. Life would be unbearable without pne, especially when the
_family is always rushing about. I hear Murrell (?) has now landed in a
Scuthsea Home, after being an unmitigated nuisance to everybody for years.
Apything more wretched than a life like hers, a burden to everybedy, I can't
imagine, and to think that about 44 years ago (as she seemed rather seedy) I
sent her to my London Doctor, who said her lungs were rotten and she would not
Llive long and must not 1ift any weights!! 1 remembér one day at Cassobery (?)
I went up to see how she was getting on, and found you kicking and sprawling on
the floor in a towering rage about something. It was Sunday, and the nursemaild
1(?), said she could not lift you up. So I chucked you
d her oot to touch you, but to leave you there till

i IET I kept a sharp eye on thingg, .dméd-I cén assure you
‘the temper ‘didn't last long!! A little loneliness worKed wonders.

I can't tell you what the weather has been. One ceaseless drought and no ‘EJL*»{
P#322¥2¢ gince the end of June. 13 weeks without a fish. Never have I seen
such an appalling climate! This year will be my lést chance of getting to

the ¥iver, with only enough petrol saved uP till November 3Cth, We shall be
starved in a few months. In fact, I can't see what will happen in this

wretched country in a few weeks, Everything is anarchy and chaos.

No time for more, this is my 6th letter, with as many more still to write.
I am in lodgings, turned out of home by servants' holidays, drat them!!

Hope the iﬁfég# will amuse you!!

Yours affectionately, Mother
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James Williamson : Lord Ashton

‘It is at any rate no great exaggeration (o give 10
Lancaster the appellation of “Lord Ashton's Town".
From the moment [ entered it to the moment [ left the
city I heard of very little besides what Lord Ashton
had done und was doing for it.’

Co-operative News 13* February 1909

Who was he ?

James Williamson was born on 3 1* December 1842, He was
the third of four surviving children of James and Eleanor
Williamson, who had established a coated fabrics business
in the town in the 1840¢  Tames (junior) was educated at
"4 Lancaster Royal Grummar School and worked all his life in
" the family business. He had the strength of vision and
business acumen to transform his father’s works into a huge
enterprise specializing in linoleum production alongside its
leathercloth and other coated fabrics. Indeed in a publicity
article, in 1894, it was said that *the present undertaking
constitutes the largest manufactory of its class in  the
orld; and further, we may say, without Py, <
v fear of contradiction, that the
mammoth works on the tanks of the
Lune, at Lancaster, are the most
extensive in the universe that are owned

What of his family ?

James Williamson married three
times; Margaret Gatey (1869),

Jessy Hulme (1880) and his
surviving widow Florence Whalley
(1909). He had two daughters by
his first marriage; Eleanor (Ella)and
Maud. Maud was to die, unmarried,
at the age of 30 years. Ella married
Viscount Peel in 1899 and their
son, the second Earl Peel,

was directly involved with

the family business as its Chairman.

v
Florence, Lady 4shton, in ~
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Public Offices and Honours

Williamson seems to have been intensely private, shunning
informal and formal portraiture. Even in his grand gift of
the Town Hall no portraits of the patron were allowed other
than his coat of arms. The painting by Howard Somerville,
at the top of the main staircase, was presented to the
Corporation by Lady Ashton in 1932 and was created after
Lord Ashton’s death from an existing watercolour now in
the City Museum collections.

However, despite apparent shyness, Williamson held
many positions of authority alongside that of major
employer in the town; Town Councillor for Lancaster
(1871-80), Justice of the Peace (1881+), High Sheriff of
Lancaster (1885), Liberal MP for Lancaster (1886-95),
Peerage — Baron Ashton of Ashton (1895), Constable of
Lancaster Castle (1921), Freeman of Lytham (1923).

Fortune and Philanthropy

In the 1870s, Williamson's coated fabrics e
business expanded rapidly. James o
(junior) is credited with masterminding
this period of success, including the
addition of the vast new Lune Mills
along the quay from St George’s Works. ¢
By 1911 the firm employed around 25 % >
of Lancaster’s working men. With busy - : .um
cotton mills in the town, perhaps a
similar proportion of working women
were also on his books.

Local wor

kmen on Penny Street Bridge, c1905

A rare glimpse of Williamson
in Market Square, c1593

Some assert that
Williamson’s business
success was built on the
exploitation of his
workforce. He claimed his
skilled staff were paid Union
rates whilst his unskilled
labourers received £1-0-3d
(£1.1p) a week with a bonus
for good time-keeping. Alert to publiccriticism, even then,
Lord Ashton let it be known through the press that this
was markedly more than his main rivals Storey Bros., who
were reputed to pay 18/6d (92p) a week. Whatever
conclusions are reached on the labour front it is clear that,
with the Williamson family, Lancaster had major
contributors to local institutions and organisations.
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Lord Ashton was following a path well-recognised amongst
industrialists and society figures. His father had already
supported local churches and schools and it was his
schéme to start laying out Williamson Park.



