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Dear Mr Rocket i ’

lu

i Souncil meeting on th e 6"

Given the levet of confusion and conflicting views at the Paris
tunity to clarify, in wiritten form, my

P April, 1 ar very gratefui to you for afiording me the oppaort
(‘ client's position.

Those present at the mesting will, | am sure, remamber thn comimantzs of the ex-Chairman of
the Parish Council, Mr Wilson-Atkinson who stated with some strangth that despite numerous
approaches from the Parish Council, The Biacknan Tru»:,t @3 had refused to sell the land to
the Parizsh Council. In a sirnilar vein there ware many cails for the land 10 be brought forwards
as a recreation ground and that there should be ng housin 1g anywhere in the village. The
crucial question which explaing the current position is: why should The Blackman Trustees
sell the Kews Meadows to the Parish Council for purely a recreation value?

It is rny understanding that the approaches of the Parish Councii have centred around the
Parish Council paying a notional value of a few thousand pounds per acre for the field in
question. In order to understand the positicn of The Blackman Trustees, you have to
understand that there have been and thare remain numsroug e ational honsebuilders queuing
up to acquire this site on a speculative basis for substantially more money than any offer that
the Parish Council have put forwards. Furthermore, all of these offers would provide a further
substantial sum should development ever come farwards on the site. Conseguently, if all of
your readers were to put themselves in the position of The 2lackman Trugiees and ask if they
owned such an asset, whether they would be prepared to sell it for a single figure fraction of

. what they should otherwise get from selling to a housshuilder, would they do it? Clearly the

D answer could be no, However, even if there were phil anth:op members of the public who

were prepared to enfertain such a discounted sale, in this particular case as the land is held in

trust, it would not be legally possible to do so.

Consequently the reality of the position is that legailly and from a commercial point of view, it
is not possible to dispose of the sits for purely recreations! value. It iz this huge divergence of
basic historic positions of the Trustees and Parish Caunsil which has isd to the current
stalemate, lasting for as | understand it, the past 27 years,

However, the current position provides a solution to this historic impasse. The two
fundamental differences with the current pesition are:

3. The introduction of the Tosdevine Land; and
b. The emerging Local Plan position.
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