Log of interview with Denys Ryder

Interviewer, Michael Blakstad

Conducted at Frogmore Mill House, 12/04/2013
Westbury. Life during the War. 00.00

Outbreak of WWII. School life at Westbury House, previously owned by LeRoy Lewis family. Headmaster Thomas Whitehead, with sister Edith. Sold it in 1960s to Sherrard Manners.  Meon Valley Railway.

Westbury – World War II in evidence 6mins 2.00secs

WWII episodes: German bombers caught by RAF fighters, German bomber chased by Hurricane, attempts to bomb viaducts of Meon Valley Railway in West Meon, Canadian vehicles preparing for D-Day Landings. 

Storage of papers 11 mins 47secs 

Storage of ‘national’ papers from London in the basement of Westbury House;

Start of farming 12 mins 53 secs

David Keith offered job on farm in Devon. Then Cirencester. 

The Meon Valley 17 mins 51 secs

After Cirencester, offered management of farm at Westbury. Stayed with Kurt and Mary Walther at Coombe. 

Brian Blacker 20 mins 51 secs

Brian Blacker, son of Lady Peel (Leydene House) offers space for caravan at No1 Garston Farm Cottages. With twin brother David Blacker, job offered at Steep Marsh, establishing broiler chicken production houses. Advised by Geoffrey Sykes. 

Egg production 26 mins.

Starting in 1958, 28-year relationship with Blackers leads to DR investing in egg production business and managing it. Supermarkets. Joined Board of Thames Valley Eggs, business grows to 120,00 laying birds. buys broiler breeding house at Grateley and egg-producing at Baughurst. Danger of Fowl Pest and importance of vet. Fowl pest, 1963/64, and Simon comes out in a rash.

Frogmore Mill 1946 32 mins 46 secs

1970 Richard Burley of Burley and Geach (chair of East Meon Parish Council), lived in Hockley Cottages (now burned down), phoned and offered opportunity to buy Frogmore Mill. Denys puts all the money in his bank account down as a deposit.

Restoring Mill House and Frogmore Mill. 37 mins 33secs

Denys pulls down the old Mill building with help of Vernon Pratt.  

From poultry to sheep 41 mins 26 secs
1970s, housewives wanted brown eggs. (US “Warren” breed introduced to UK, and free-range started in the parish of East Meon, at Bordean).  Decided to get out of poultry businesses (including Buriton rearing business.) 

Negotiations 45 mins 05secs

Ryders and Blackers (and fifth partner, accountant) sold Steep Marsh. Story of negotiations. Sold to Humphrey Brothers, but they asked for old chicken houses to be removed. Sold those as light industrial unit, bar his office, which now houses London Inkjet.

Sheep 48 mins 53 secs

Denys starts importing and selling sheep, Bleu du Maine. 

Rory Bremner 52 mins

Lived in East Meon, Heycroft (done up by Freddie Standfield). He agreed to do a charity performance at Charterhouse, whose Head turned out to have taught RB at Wellington.

Hells Bells Ball

John Rendle, church treasurer, asked DR to arrange a fund-raising event, in order to raise money for re-tuning and re-hanging 8 bells at All Saints, Bill Tyrwhitt Drake had organised ‘Midsummer Madness’ events. DR agrees with vicar Peter Wadsworth to run Hells Bells Ball on Midsummer Night, 1990, at Mascombe Bottom. HMS Mercury (Captain John Morrow) assists in logistics and provides band. Half the money goes to King George V fund and £5000 goes to All Saints bells. Midsummer’s Day, June 23rd 1990.

Hooves, Heels and Wheels 1hr 00 mins 45 secs

Alan Bulmer, of Coombe Cross, ran horst trials at Bereleigh. DR organises cross-country event for riders, walkers and cyclists across 5 miles of East Meon countryside each year. Has raised £25,000 over ten years.

Rosemary Ryder
Importance of Rosemary. Her role as Chair of Parish Council Planning Committee.
